
Appendix 2 – Extract of the minute of the Regulatory Board Planning meeting of the 
15 June 2018.

5.2 20171120 - Unit 9 and 10 May Avenue, Northfleet

The Board considered an application for the redevelopment of the site by the erection of a 
three storey building to provide 14 two bedroom self-contained flats, the laying out of 14 car 
parking spaces underneath at ground floor level, the formation of an associated driveway 
and the provision of bin stores. 

Member raised the following points: 

 Contrary to officer opinion, Members consider that the application site could be seen in 
isolation from the remaining industrial units located to the north and that they did not 
consider the site to be within the allocated industrial area which was protected by the 
Core Strategy. As such they did not consider the loss of these two units to be harmful to 
the overall employment lands supply in regard to May Avenue as a whole or in regard to 
the wider Borough.

 It was noted that, though sought by officer, the justification for the change in use had not 
been supplied by the applicant.

 Members asked that officers be made aware, and in turn made appropriate applicants 
aware of the SAMMS contribution.

 It was considered that the proposed scheme had benefits. However, the overall 
appearance was unattractive and could be improved.

 The development of the site for housing would be a useful contribution to the Borough’s 
housing target.

 The possible positive impact of the development on the area’s low level anti-social 
behaviour issues was noted.

 The site was not with an Air Quality Management Area.
 The proposed development was not out of character with the area and would be 

opposite a similar building.
 The surrounding area was similarly densely populated.
 It was considered that the curtilage of the proposal was somewhat cramped.
 The question of whether anything could be done to improve the amenity and privacy of 

the development, especially in regard to the ground floor flats and in regard to noise and 
odour concerns that arise due to the proximity of the industrial units and brewery at May 
Avenue Estate at the northern side of the site and exhaust fumes and general 
disturbance from vehicles and overlooking to the flats located to west of the application 
site from the use of the adjoining public car park.

 It was noted that the proposed flats would not have any amenity space and a request 
was made to consider whether some planting around the development could be 
incorporated which would also assist with any pollution issues.

 It was noted that 14 units were required to make the development viable.

The Board noted that it was minded to grant planning permission subject to further 
discussions with the applicant to address the concerns raised by Members.

Resolved that application 20171120 be DEFERRED to enable negotiations with the 
applicant and/or the applicant’s agent to address the Board’s concerns, as the Board 



considered a residential reuse of this part of the site to be justifiable subject to 
revisions/amendments and additional information being agreed with officers and being 
formally submitted, with the instruction that the application be reported back to the 
Regulatory Board (Planning) on 5 September 2018 for Members to consider the 
revisions/amendments and additional information submitted, at that time.


